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has rever ve its 
thinking about the defense of murone, 
It used to arzue that the NATO 
countries would have to use nuclear 
weapons to overcome? vast Soviet 
supericrity in numbers. It now says 
that NATO is in many respects equal 
to or superior to the Warsaw Pact; 
that the nuclear trip-wire need never 
be sprung because Western Murope 
plus its North American allies could 
stand off a conventional attack by the 
Soviet Union and its hast Isurepean 
allies. : 
This Is the couchuston of claborate 
studies, probably the most thorougn 


The Pentagen 


ever made, by the United States 
ae Navy, and Air Force during 


the past two years. 

The esscitial results of the studies 
were incorporated by Secretary of 
State Rogers in his address to the 
NATO foreicsn ministers in Copenha- 
gen last month, much to the chagrin 
of NATO officials who had just re- 
leased a study of their own reflecting 
the traditional view that NATO is 
hepelessiy Inferior, 

The studies were directed by for- 
mer Army Secretary Robert Ir. 
Froehlke and Assistant Secretary cf 
eee Gardiner L. Tucker with 

inputs fram the CI. A. Air Force ae 
Navy are stillat work on parts of U 

ompanion studies and the enone 
Commission has been studying the 
amount of shipping that could get past 
Russian submarines. 

Here are some of the hi¢hlights: 

The Russians and their ales have 
216 Army civisions including 42 on the 
Chinese border. Ent eniy 85 of those 
divisions are identificd as the “desig- 
nated threat’ -- that is. certain, 
beeause of their locations, to be 

wmniitted to batile ia central ue 
tepe., An ‘ausmented threat’'™ pro- 
duced by drawing treops from Ttos- 
cow, Une pa and other borders, 
would armour’ to 123 divisions, 
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threat" of 48 to 56 divisions and an 
“augmented threat’! of 72 to 78 divi- 
sions. 

Against the Communists NATO 
could muster troops, Furopean ready 
reserves, and U.S.-based reinforce- 
ments that could be shifted to Europe 
in 90 days of 44 to 52 divisions. 

fhe American analysts believe 
NATO could hold out against the 
“designated threat" for ¢0 days and 
against the ‘‘worst threat" for 70 
days. While NATO is numerically 
inferior the inferiority is nowhere 
near as great as had appeared in 
earler intelligence calculations on 
the basis of which it was reasoned 
that NATO could hold out for only two 
or three weeks. And the picture Is 
vastly improved in the light of the 
following: 

© 1. The U.S. {ts equipping its 
Army with a new generation of mor- 
tar and artillery shells five times 
move effective than thoseof the past. 
NATO will get similar weapons but 
the Russians have nothing lke thera. 
The U.S, com aa iaN ATO is being 
beefed up ravidiy with the latest 
combat equlpmunt "feouin Viet nam, 


¢ 98, With nurmbers of aireraft 
about 5,620 to 6,¢03 on both sides, 


NATO's 
greater rans 
aad ATO. atiack 
“strikingdy superior.” 
© % Russian submerines might 
oo terriole toll of ¥5 to 60 porcent ot 
ATO supply siius in the first $9 
. ys, but over a period of G9 days 
submaring losses would areunt to 79 
to 2 percent ciler which HATO losses 
yeeuld drop to only 1919 moa ereent, 

The Seviet Lal neabahly fo 
all out for victory in the first ae Gays; 
those $0 days would be deelsive. Over 
a longer period the hasan 
analysts believe the Warsaw Pact 
countries would run into lecistical 
diffieullies in repens Miner their man- 
power and cun ine the Mast- 
cin communications NGAWOTR {5 i 
inferior to that cf the West, Over th 
longer period, they be HAG, a ae 
raate could be established, neszoda- 
(ions besun, and nuclear war avoided. 

One may wonder why it teak a 
quarter of a century to come up witha 
fair jentor the sunmeced Rus 

yvorpaut, Amone the reasons 

nal earher caleulations 
isnored Uhe cifferenee in sine betwee 
ee uw Pact and NAVO) divisions. 
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ern and Western equipment was usu- 


ally ignored. Recent assessments usu- 
ally omitted Brench forces whica 
have not been formally part of the 
rnilitary alliance since General de 

Gaulle withdrew France, but which 
would surely be committed to batue 
once the war began, German territo- 
rial militia, which are equipped as 
light infantry, were not previously 
included, Furthermore U.S. and Prit- 
ish air defenses were omitted from 
many ¢arlier calculations because 
they are not formaily under NATO 
coramand. 

Perhaps the biggest reason, how- 
ever, is that the military ry preferred it 
that way. It helped keep aie budgets 
up, 

Now, however, a new consideration 
has arisen. The U.S. is trying to lead 
the Western alliance, and inveig! ea 
reluctant Sovict Union, into nogotta- 
tions on mutual balanced forea reduc- 
tions. Under pressure from Congress 
to reduce the Army of 300,C09 Amer- 
icans in Murope, the U.S. Government 
is anxious to extract some advantage 
in the way of comparable Warsaw 

Pact reductions. 

Whether arguing the ca 
Russians or with Congress it is essen- 
tial that the U.S. Government -- and 
the American people ~— operate from 
correct premises. 


se with the 


Gen. Lymen J.. Lemmnitzer, the 
former Supreme Commander of 
NATO, was confronted during a lec- 


ture appearance here the other day 
with the facts presented by the new 
Pentagon study. “Oh, he replied 
with a big smile, “that comes as no 
surprise to me. We at NATO head- 
quarters understood the pleture right 
along.” And he added one more point: 
that the military usucdly figures that 
ittakes a superiority of $to Ltomeunt 
aw suecessful attack against weil- 
prepared positions -- a superiority 
the Warsaw Pact forces are far from 
enjoying. 


Dana Adams Schmidt ts Penta- 
gon correspondent of The Chris- 
licen Science Monitor. 
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